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Historic Name: Wolcott, Gov. Roger - Wolcott, William House

Common Name:

Address: 1726 Canton Ave

 

City/Town: Milton

Village/Neighborhood: Blue Hills

Local No:

Year Constructed: c 1885

Architect(s): Leland, Joseph Daniels Company

Architectural Style(s): Colonial Revival

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s): MLT.J: Blue Hills - Upper Canton Avenue Area

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Stucco; Wood
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FORM B - BUILDING 

A 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
6-0 b o y l s t o n S t r e e t , Boston, MA 02116 

Area Form no. 

L_ 

M i l t o n 

s 1726 Canton Avenue 

i c Name R o g e r / W i l l i a m W o l c o t t 
E s t a t e 

r i g i n a l r e s i d e n t i a l 

resent same 

hip: Private i n d i v i d u a l 
P r i v a t e organization 

Public 

location i n r e l a t i o n to nearest 
cross s t r e e t s and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

r i g i n a l owner Gov. Roger W n l n n t t 

IWWUiPTION: 

Date c . 1885/c. 1935 
Teeie ; h i s t o r y o f M i l t o n j 

Source Mrs, C h a r l e s Devens 

C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 

(1 
S t y l e _ 

Remodeled by c . 
Ar c h i t e c t J o s e p h L e l a n d (193 5) 

E x t e r i o r wall f a b r i c s t u c c o 

O 

Outbuildings c a f e t a k e r ' s house; l a t e 
19th c e n t u r y .Darn, w i t h c u p o l a , 9 0 r 
o r i g i n a l r e s i d e n c e 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (with dates) o r i g i n a l 
house r e d u c e d and remodeled i n 
c . 1935 

(6) 
- n Moved Date 

Recorded by E d i e C l i f f o r d 

0rgani2-,-ionMjlton H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date May 1986 . . 

Approx. acreage_ 

S e t t i n g _ ^ 

c . 14 

(Staple additional sheets, re) 
t • ."Av. 



( M i l t o n Record.! 1 2 / 4 / 1 9 4 3 and 8 / 1 9 / 1 9 4 4 ) J o s e p h L e l a n d l i v e d i n 
M i l t o n a t 823 B r u s h H i l l Road and was C h a i r m a n o f t h e P l a n n i n g Board 
and s e r v e d on t h e Committee t h a t d r a f t e d t h e z o n i n g b y - l a w s . He 
was t h e a r c h i t e c t o f t h e U.S. P o s t O f f i c e i n Cambridge; P i t t s f i e l d 
High S c h o o l ? M a r g a r e t P i l l s b u r y G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l i n Concord, N . H J 
and was c h o s e n a s t h e a r c h i t e c t f o r t h e M i l t o n H o s p i t a l , 

f 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe^important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and X 

evaluate in terms of other buildings w i th in community) T h e house under r e v i e w 
i s t h e remodeled k i t c h e n and d i n i n g room s e c t i o n o f t h e o r i g i n a l 
G overnor Roger W o l c o t t summer r e s i d e n c e , a wooden s h e a t h e d s t r u c t u r e , 
p o s s i b l y C - 1 4 8 on T e e l e ' s 1885 map. A f t e r t h e d e a t h of t h e Governor's 
w i f e i n 1 9 3 4 , t h e o r i g i n a l house was r e d u c e d i n s i z e and t h e 
r e m a i n i n g s e c t i o n was remodeled by J o s e p h L e l a n d i n t o t h e imposing 
r e s i d e n c e t h a t e x i s t s today. T h e f r o n t f a c a d e i s s y m m e t r i c a l l y 
o r g a n i z e d around a c e n t e r e n t r a n c e . D e n t i l m o l d i n g l i n e s t h e eaves 
o f the h i p r o o f . S i m u l a t e d q u o i n s d e f i n e t h e c o r n e r s o f t h e house. 

The l a t e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y b a r n ; w i t h c u p o l a , f o r the o r i g i n a l house 
s t i l l e x i s t s on t h e p r o p e r t y . A l s o on t h e e s t a t e i s t h e came t a k e r ' s *** 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e history^see beloW) 
and how the building r e l a t e s to the development of the community) 

Governor Roger W o l c o t t (1847-1901) was a l a w y e r , who managed „ 
e s t a t e s . He s e r v e d a s Lieutenant-Governor o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s from 1892-
1895, and Governor from I 8 9 6 - I 8 9 8 . He was t h e s o n o f J 
J o s h u a H u n t i n g t o n W o l c o t t from C o n n e c t i c u t . 

Mrs. Roger W o l c o t t (1853-1924) was b o r n E d i t h P r e s c o t t , 
t h e d a u g h t e r o f W i l l i a m G a r d n e r and J o s e p h i n e A u g u s t a (Peabody) P r e s c o t t . 
Her g r a n d f a t h e r was W i l l i a m H. P r e s c o t t , t h e n o t e d h i s t o r i a n , and 
h e r g r e a t , g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r was C o l . W i l l i a m P r e s c o t t who commanded 
t h e A m e r i c a n f o r c e s a t t h e b a t t l e o f Bunker H i l l . I n 1874 she m a r r i e d 
Roger W o l c o t t . 

W i l l i a m P r e s c o t t W o l c o t t ( c . 1880-1947) was one o f t h e sons 
o f Governor and Mrs, W o l c o t t . A gentleman f a r m e r , he_bought.the 
C r o c k e r Farm, Ponkapoag Pond, C a n t o n i n 1913 and p r a c t i c e d s c i e n t i f i c 
methods o f l i v e s t o c k b r e e d i n g and f a r m i n g . He was a t r u s t e e f o r t h e 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s S o c i e t y f o r t h e Promotion o f A g r i c u l t u r e . He a l s o 
s e r v e d a s P r e s i d e n t o f t h e E a s t e r n Dog C l u b , D i r e c t o r o f t h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
H o r i c u l t u r a l S o c i e t y , T r u s t e e of t h e M i l t o n Cemetery and T r u s t e e o f 
t h e M i l t o n H o s p i t a l . He l i v e d i n t h e house u n d e r r e v i e w u n t i l h i s d e a t h . 

***house, d a t e d by t h e A s s e s s o r ' s O f f i c e a t 1870. A v e r n a c u l a r , 
c l a p b o a r d e d s t r u c t u r e , t h i s d w e l l i n g i s p o s s i b l y t h e house numbered C-149 
on T e e l e ' s I885 map. T e e l e l i s t s t h e owner/occupants o f C-149 a s o f 
I885 a s J . H. W o l c o t t and J . B. Bacon. J o s h u a H u n t i n g t o n W o l c o t t , t h e 
f a t h e r of Governor Roger W o l c o t t , o r i g i n a l l y owned t h e l a n d under r e v i e w 
and l i v e d a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t a t 1733 Canton Avenue. J.B. Bacon was 
p o s s i b l y t h e c a r e t a k e r . 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or REFERENCES 

D i s c u s s i o n w i t h Mrs. C h a r l e s Devens 
Teele» H i s t o r y o f M i l t o n 
M i l t o n Record» 6/16/1934 - O b i t . Mrs. Roger W o l c o t t 

6/27/1947 - O b i t . Mr. W i l l i a m P r e s c o t t W o l c o t t . 
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